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January 6, 2017 

Dear Mayor Lee, 

I write not only on my behalf, but at the request of our congregation's Social 
Justice Council and its Human Rights Working Group, whose names follow 
my own below. 

In the wake of the election in November we applaud your joining with local 
city officials in boldly proclaiming that San Francisco will remain a Sanctuary 
City, regardless of the threats by the President-elect to withhold federal 
funds. That statement was courageous and important for the entire 
community but especially for our immigrant brothers and sisters. Those of 
us who are morally committed to action in the cause of social justice for all 
welcomed and cheered your words. 

In the weeks since the election we've watched in dismay as the President
elect has included among his staff and potential cabinet members some 
appointees with a history of racism and antagonism towards 
immigrants. Those actions have intensified our anxiety but also our 
determination to do whatever is necessary to protect everyone in our 
community. 

We therefore welcome the plan promoted by Public Defender Jeff Adachi in 
cooperation with members of the Board of Supervisors to develop a robust 
legal network of support for the immigrant members of our community with 
the aim of providing any immigrant who may face deportation with 
experienced legal counsel. We think this is important for San Francisco, for 
our large immigrant community, but also for communities throughout the 
region, state and nation who may find inspiration and encouragement by this 
bold plan. 

We are cognizant of the threat posed by the incoming administration to the 
well-being of civil liberties and democratic rights. We will need the most 
robust and organized legal defenses we can muster. We therefore feel it is 
of crucial importance to take determined action in advance and not wait. 
Weakness and lack of preparation will only encourage disaster. We 
therefore urge you, Mayor Lee, to get behind this plan, support it, promote it 
and use your voice and office to help us all stand up for the values 
represented by our history as a Sanctuary City. 

Yours sincerely, 
John A. Buehrens 
Senior Minister 

The Mission of the First Unitarian Universalist Society of San Francisco is to be a sa nctuary for 
individual religious growth and learning, to celebrate life and worship in diverse fellowship, to 

bear witness to suffering and joy, and to work for peace and justice in our world. 
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