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Society for Community Work 
Sponsorship Grant Recipients for FY 2015 

 
 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

 

Athletic Scholars Advancement Program (ASAP) works to motivate and 
support Mission High School students to stay in school and to reach toward a 
college education. 98% of ASAP’s clients go to college, very often the first in their 
families to do so. Our contribution will specifically support the Summer Program 
Project. 

 
San Francisco Playhouse believes theatre stimulates the imagination, and 
encourages connection, creativity and hard work.  Their Rising Star program 
provides opportunities for 600 low-income high school students to participate in an 
in-depth experience of the theatre. 
 
DISABLED 
 
Creativity Explored operates two full-time visual arts centers, one for adult artists 
with developmental disabilities and another facility for those with severe 
disabilities.  They also maintain a gallery for exhibiting and marketing member 
artists’ work. The SCW grant will assist a new program involving the non-disabled 
community in classes. 
 
Senior and Disability Action* educates and mobilizes seniors and people with 
disabilities to fight for individual rights and social justice. Their many programs 
work to achieve its mission through housing, health care and senior empowerment 
programs. The SCW grant will be focused on advocacy and organizing to stop 
evictions of seniors and people with disabilities. 
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FAMILIES  

Bay Area Women’s and Children’s Center provides health, mental health and 
dental services, adult education, a computer and technology program, a library, 
The Roof Top Garden, and the Tenderloin Sports Initiative.  The SCW grant will 
support the overall work of the Center. 
 
HOMELESS PEOPLE 

A Coalition on Homelessness has a unique advocacy and organizing model that 
directly involves homeless people who give voice to policies and programs that 
impact them, specifically affordable house and home services reform.  Our grant 
will support the Housing Justice Campaign, working to create permanent, truly 
affordable housing units.  
 
Safehouse provides a nurturing and empowering living community for homeless 
women seeking to escape the severe violence and exploitation associated with 
prostitution.  It provides l8 months of comprehensive recovery programs and is one 
of 10 programs of its kind nationwide.   

 
INTERGENERATIONAL 
 
Golden Gate Senior Services supports the Intergenerational Poetry Project that 
pairs low income seniors as mentors with K through 5th graders from a public 
elementary school of low income multicultural children.  The elders and children 
together create and perform original poetry.    
 
LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL AND TRANSGENDER 

Old Lesbians Organizing for Change provides a safe, supportive network for 
lesbians 60 years and older.  Their program offers free support groups of 8 women 
meeting 8 times for 2 hour sessions as well as weekend retreats.  Our grant will 
allow OLOC members who might otherwise not be able to attend retreats. 
 
Advocates for Informed Choice*undertakes a coordinated strategy of legal 
advocacy for the rights of children with intersex conditions or differences of sex 
development. Works with parents, doctors, attorneys, and advocates to insure 
justice for these children. 
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ECOLOGY 

Ecology Center of San Francisco was founded to cultivate ecological awareness 
in the San Francisco Community.  They provide resources, education and support 
to create a just and regenerative community…to find our place in the intricate web 
of life.  They maintain a farm on the School of the Arts grounds. Our grant will 
help build their first sheltered space for classes and kitchen. 

Wild Equity Institute* unites grassroots conservation and environmental justice 
movements in campaigns that build a healthy and sustainable global community . 
Their staff includes experts in law, management, design and education.  They are 
currently active in the re-design of the Sharp Park area. 

Climate Flag* is a small, all-volunteer producing a iconic ‘Climate Flag’ available 
to signify concern for Climate Change and rally support for Climate Action. Their 
banner was part of the recent UN Climate Change rally and march in New York. 

PRISONS 

Project Avary breaks the intergenerational cycle of incarceration by building a 
community of support for children whose parents are incarcerated or otherwise 
caught up in the prison system.  They start work with elementary aged children 
when negative behaviors have just begun.  The children receive long-term support, 
guidance and training through young adulthood.  Caregivers are connected to 
community resources and participate in parent support groups.   

 
 
TOTAL GRANTS AWARDED:  $30,000 TO 14 LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
Committee members:  Catherine Lyon, chair, Liz Cormier, Jan Oringer, Christine 
Patch-Lindsay, Margaret Pearce, Luanne Schulte, Anna Sylvester 


