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Minutes of the Social Justice Council meeting on January 10, 2019 

Present: Lori, Melvin, Shari, Kathleen, Rochelle, Larry, Donald, and John and invited guest Maric Munn 

who is a member of the Capital projects group. 

Maric had worked with Catherine who is now a City Employee and will be advising her Capital projects 

group on appropriate environmental issues. She did a walk around with Maric, made constructive 

suggestions, and will come in to do a ‘Trash Talk’ to interested members. It was suggested that signage 

on the bins might be improved. It turns out that soft plastic needs to be clean if it is to be re-cycled; so, 

that will not be attempted at regular church and rental events.  

Larry had had a family death and was leaving early next morning; so, he proceeded with the rest of his 

Environmental WG report. Larry had been involved with several environmental planning groups in the 

Bay area for 2j019 priorities including the Sunflower Alliance Retreat where the fact that coal tar sands 

from Canada were being refined in Richmond, and Melvin mentioned the upcoming Green Action 

network workshop next Saturday.  

Then, we did personal sharing and approved the December minutes. 

Lori then made her very full Human Rights working group report. Their excellent video on several of our 

members of color has been viewed by two groups already and some revisions made on the basis of 

suggestions made at those viewings and the final version will be shown this Sunday at the 9:30 Forum. 

The Committee [which is led by Lori and Shulee Ong] have already done a tremendous amount of work 

and will now turn to fuller versions of the 8 individual UUSF members interviewed. At Kat Lui’s 

suggestion, they are making an application for a workshop on their video at the Spokane, WA GA next 

June so that this initiative might serve as a model for other UU congregations. This would be helped by 

supportive notes from Vanessa and Rev. Buehrens.  

On Sunday, January 20, the HRwg, co-sponsored by Econ. Justice wg, and other church groups are 

sponsoring a lunch forum from 12:30-2:30 pm on The Racial Wealth Gap: How can freedom still mean 

nothing left to lose,” in the TSK Room.  Special Guest speaker will be Drew Glover a Santa Cruz native, on 

its City Council, and chair of its local Poor People’s campaign, and a short film presentation: The Power 

of Illusions: how the racial wealth gap was crated, introduced by Cal. Newsreel Co-Director, Cornelius 

Moore, plus a Southern Cuisine lunch chefed by UUSF member Gen Bear. Don’t miss it, invite your 

friends, and come and help out before, during, and after the event. 

Economic Justice: Millie absent, no report. 

Breakfast Coordinator is still required for the Winter Shelter, and lots of volunteers still needed. If 

leadership and volunteers are not found, the congregation may not be able to continue its 30 year old 

tradition of hosting February of the Winter Men’s Shelter. 

The January UUSF Food Pantry volunteer Saturday morning at Old North Church was a success. Our 

Food pantry effort is led by Megan Lehmer. Volunteers included: Peter Amico, Alan Alpert, Joseph 

Bradley, Bob Buchfield, Janet Barron, George Cavage, Neil Hasser and child, David and Dlores Heilbron, 
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Anne Steele and her daughter and two grandchildren, Barbara Korn [translator], David Lehmer, 

Margaret Levitt, judy Nichols, Melvin Starks, Eva Wexler and her husband and two children, Nary Ann 

Woomer, Jesse Eastman, and Gina Fortuno.  

The following dates for 2019 Food Pantry volunteers on Saturday mornings for UUSF are: February 23, 

March 30, May 11, June 22, July 27, Sept. 7, and Nov. 23.  

Melvin: Spaghetti Dinner, Saturday March 2, time?. Social Justice, waiting to hear from speakers, 

confirmation from 3 working groups on awards needed, volunteers needed. 

Bruce: 2 more immigrant caravans coming, how can we participate with other CA. and national UUs on 

this issue? 

Rochelle: as immigration attorney reported that government closure affecting immigration cases. 

Since our meeting: 

SF Interfaith Council: 

Monday, January 21st: 11 a.m. March from Caltrain Depot at 4th and Townsend to Yerba Buena Gardens. 

Once the marchers arrive at the Gardens the speeches and celebration for MLK Birthday will commence.  

SF Interfaith Council: Financial Capabilities: A social Justice Issue Mini-Summit: Thursday, January 31, 

2019, 9-11 a.m. [check in 8:30] SF Main Public Library Latino\Hispanic Room, 100 Larkin St. organized by 

a planning committee of women of faith and action, including SF Treasurer Jose Cisneros and 

Commissioner on the status of Women, Carrie Schwab-Pomerantz.  


