
SOCIETY FOR COMMUNITY WORK 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

April 12, 2016 

Members present:  Leslie Bader, David Jones,  George Mayer, Anna Sylvester,  Cathy Lyon, 

Kathleen Moran, Jan Oringer, Janet Hewins, Robin Larsen, Joan Rost, David Dupree, Luanne 

Schulte. 

Members absent: Laurene Bolet. 

President David Jones called the meeting to order at 1:30 pm.  

Board Member Check-In   

Minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as submitted with a unanimous vote. 

REPORTS 

President –  After Good and Welfare focused on Liz Cormier's heart attack, David Jones introduced 

Silena Layne, Up On Top Director, who announced that the organization had just received a $60,000 

grant and had re-established a professional relationship with the San Francisco Department of Children, 

Youth & Their Families, successfully complying with DCYF requirements. 

The Nominating Committee (David Jones, Mary Castiglia and Anne Taylor) has filled a partial slate:  

President -- George Mayer 

Treasurers -- Joan Rost and Anne Taylor 

Scholarship -- Kathleen Moran and Phil Allison 

Sponsorship -- Jan Oringer and Luanne Schulte 

Membership -- David Dupree 

Luncheon -- Leslie Bader 

Program -- David Jones 

Communications/Computer Support -- Robin Larsen 

The positions of Secretary and both At-large positions remain unfilled at this time. 

Treasurer -- Cathy Lyon and Joan Rost distributed a budget work sheet dated 3/8/16 which had been 

approved by our Finance Committee.  A motion to approve this budget (Mayer, Bader) was approved 

unanimously. 

Program -- Anna Sylvester reminded us that next week's program will feature Debbie Mytels of the 

Peninsula Climate Action Group and Anna representing Climate Circle presenting "Climate Change--



Believe it or not."  Our Maifest in May will feature cellist Hanna Scarborough performing selections from 

Beethoven, Bach, and Saint Saens.  In June we'll honor our scholarship and sponsorship recipients. 

Luncheon -- Leslie Bader announced that Ruth Cowan with Anna Sylvester's assistance would be 

providing flowers in April and May.  Kathleen offered to do the same in June. 

Membership -- David Dupree will be busy at the VA hospital next week; Joan will cover the registration 

table.  A discussion followed about communications to boost luncheon attendance. 

Computer Support/Communications --  Robin Larsen expanded on ideas to use List Serve and Vertical 

Response to promote programs. 

Sponsorship – Jan Oringer and Luanne Schulte announced that RFP's would be sent out on August 1 

requesting responses by September 1.  They are also communicating with recipients to evaluate grant 

usage. 

Scholarship – Kathleen Moran reported that from a grand total of 85 applicants, through 3 elimination 

rounds, committee members reached their goal of selecting just 10 applicants to interview and then 

reducing that to 5 new finalists (2 alternates) and 18 renewals, bringing this year's total to 23.   We will 

be able to give new applicants $3,000 each and $1800 to our continuing students.   

Planned Giving – no report. 

Members At Large – no report except that Laurene is missed. 

Old Business: The Board voted to respectfully decline a suggestion that we make all 

congregational members automatically members of SCW (Mayer with several seconds).   The 

vote was 7 yes, 1 no, plus abstentions. 

Luanne distributed a detailed analysis of her research into the possibility of obtaining 

independent 501(c)(3) status.  It was agreed to keep this idea active under old business.  It was 

also suggested that a task force be formed (probably next fall) to update our by-laws and to 

comply with 3-year budgeting and other requirements to consider this transition. 

The need to establish written board responsibility protocol for monitoring grant requests other 

than Sponsorship and Scholarship was agreed upon.  George reported that we had received 

acknowledgments from Up On Top and Starr King School for the Ministry.  Emily had reported 

that she had received one from UUSC, but that proved to be an alternate version from SKSM. 

New Business:  none. 

President David Jones adjourned the meeting at 3:02 pm. 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, May 10, at 1:30 pm.   Joan has offered  to bring treats. 

Respectfully submitted,   

George Mayer                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Secretary 


