
Message from the Senior Minister
The Center at the First Unitarian Universalist 
Society of San Francisco speaks of a pivotal 
moment in the congregation’s life. At the 
time the growing church had a need for 
more meeting rooms for its adults and 
burgeoning religious education program.  
However, the Center was always more than 
what the congregation alone needed.  It 
was conceived of and designed as a larger 
gathering place.  Its fountain and courtyard 
were to be a kind of watering hole and oasis in 
the heart of the city.  The open space design, 
with windows and skylights throughout, 
spoke in design of a congregation that 
was both letting the world in and choosing 
to become a place where church and 
city connected to and with one another.  

Fast forward to today where one estimate has 
it that 3000 people pass through the building 
in a given week, gathering for everything from 
spiritual practices to advocacy, education, 
immersion in the arts or any excuse for the 
simple and essential joy of being together 
in a city that can feel all too anonymous 
sometimes. Seven days a week the Center 
is bustling. On a given night you might hear 
a neighborhood 20-piece brass band, see 
through a window a small group checking in 
during one of their twice-a-month gatherings, 
join a Buddhist group in the Chapel for 
meditation, or attend one of the many twelve-
step gatherings hosted through the week.  
The Young Women’s Choral Project with its 
four choirs and offices headquartered in our 
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The First Unitarian 
Universalist 
Society of San 
Francisco was 
founded.

First building dedicated on July 17th
at Stockton St. near Sacramento St.

Third building dedicated on February 9th
at Franklin St. and Geary St. 

Second building dedicated January 10th 
on Geary St. near Stockton 

Sanctuary survives 1906
earthquake and fire (note that 
the steeple have been removed) 
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