
SOCIETY FOR COMMUNITY WORK 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

May 10, 2016 

Members present:  Leslie Bader, David Jones,  George Mayer, Anna Sylvester,  Cathy Lyon, 

Kathleen Moran, Jan Oringer, Janet Hewins, Joan Rost, David Dupree, Luanne Schulte. 

Members absent: Laurene Bolet, Robin Larsen. 

President David Jones called the meeting to order at 1:30 pm.  

Board Member Check-In   

Minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as submitted by unanimous vote. 

REPORTS 

President – David Jones announced that the Secretary position was still open and that Anna had 

volunteered to serve At-Large (she later withdrew).  He announced that Mary Caris wishes to continue 

as newsletter editor.  David will encourage Bill and Angie Wise to continue providing luncheon 

refreshments.  David reminded us to attend the May meeting, our annual voting meeting. 

George Mayer then distributed a revised membership application form which Jonathan Silk had just 

printed.  It  reflects Robin's insight into placing information about the member above requests for 

money.  He also shared a thank you letter from Jessica Cloud, Vice President for Advancement at Starr 

King School for the Ministry.  That letter included an inside address to Society for Community Work, c/o 

First Unitarian Universalist Society of San Francisco.  Joan agreed to urge First Republic Bank to put that 

format on our checks. 

Treasurers -- Cathy Lyon and Joan Rost distributed a Statement of Financial Position as of March 31, 

2016, and Budget vs. Actuals for July 2015 - March 2016.  We discussed them in detail.   

David then read to us an email he had received from Phil Allison requesting a change to the Board-

approved FY17 budget.  He requested that $6,000 from Special Projects be added to the Scholarship 

budget to provide scholarships for the two alternates he had discussed at our April Membership 

meeting and for a scholarship for a student that the Scholarship Committee had decided against 

interviewing.  After a lengthy discussion Joan moved that this be referred back to the Scholarship 

Committee for consideration at their June 10 meeting, noting that Special Projects funds can be 

allocated at any time of the year and are not part of the budget discussion.  The motion was seconded 

and approved unanimously.  A recommendation from the Scholarship Committee is expected at our 

June 14 Board meeting. 

Program -- Anna Sylvester reminded us that our Maifest in May will feature cellist Hanna Scarborough 

performing selections from Beethoven, Bach, and Saint Saens.  In June we'll honor our scholarship and 

sponsorship recipients.  Anna has organized a detailed program with the Academic Scholar Achievement 

Program (ASAP) director and students making presentations.   



Luncheon -- Leslie Bader announced that Ruth Cowan with Anna Sylvester's assistance will be providing 

flowers in May.  Kathleen offered last month to do the same in June. 

Membership -- David Dupree shared ideas for modestly increasing membership. 

Computer Support/Communications --  Robin Larsen -- no report. 

Sponsorship – Jan Oringer and Luanne Schulte have sent emails to recipients requesting feed back and 

letting them know that RFP's will be sent out on August 1 to be returned by September 1.  They urged 

any new applicants to follow instructions on our web site, noting that a few new applicants would be 

welcome but they have a small committee and would not want to be overwhelmed. 

Scholarship – Kathleen Moran (via email to David Jones)  "The Scholarship committee will meet on June 

10 to determine what actions to take as a result of Phil Allison's proposal put forth to the board in May, 

and to finalize plans for June's luncheon." 

Planned Giving – no report. 

Members At Large – Janet celebrated her last meeting for her third stint on the Board. 

Old Business:  

PLACEHOLDER FOR FALL:  Moving ahead with the possibility of obtaining independent 501(c)(3) 

status with a task force to update our by-laws to comply with 3-year budgeting and other 

requirements needed to consider this transition. 

PLACEHOLDER FOR FALL:  The need to establish written board responsibility protocol for 

monitoring budgetary grants and allocations other than Sponsorship and Scholarship. 

PLACEHOLDER FOR FALL:  Forgiving the solar loan. 

New Business:   

David Jones read a request from Gino Furtunato for $500 or more to fund scholarships for the 

All Church Retreat.  It was agreed that David Dupree would fund this request with his 

Membership Committee budget to publicize SCW.  

Joan Rost volunteered to replace George on the Social Justice Council. 

The Board attempted to define our At-Large positions.  After much discussion Luanne moved 

that we not list the At Large positions at this time, noting that they can be added later if 

needed.  Her motion was seconded and approved, with one abstention. 

President David Jones adjourned the meeting at 3:51 pm.(Note:  after the meeting closed Joan 

and George prevailed upon Cathy to accept a nomination to be Secretary with Joan as a back 

up.  She agreed on a "pro tem" basis.)Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, June 14, at 1:30 

pm.   Luanne has offered  to bring treats. 

Respectfully submitted,  George Mayer,  Secretary 


